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NRC Backgrounder on Reactor License Renewal

"The Atomic Energy Act authorizes the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to issue licenses
for commercial power reactors to operate for up to 40 years. These licenses can be
renewed for an additional 20 years at a time. The period after the initial licensing term
is known as the period of extended operation. Economic and antitrust considerations,
not limitations of nuclear technology, determined the original 40-year term for reactor
licenses. However, because of this selected time period, some systems, structures, and
components may have been engineered on the basis of an expected 40-year service
life.”
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