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4. IUCN

Table 1: Summary of projects suggested in this Research Plan

Objective (s) Project  Project Name Recommended Commencement
# Date
To identify locations where dugongs might still be 1 Seeking information from fishermen to determine the As soon as possible
present in the Nansei Islands Region using the expert distribution and relative abundance of dugongs in the
knowledge of local fishermen. (Highest Priority) Nansei Islands Region
2 A smartphone App to encourage citizens to record and As soon as possible

the Nansei Islands Region

report sightings of dugongs and dugong feeding trails in

To contribute to a multiple lines of evidence approach 3
to confirm the presence of dugongs in candidate
habitats where other data e.g., public sightings, reports

Nansei Islands Region

Using eDNA to confirm the presence of dugongs in the

Preliminary work: as soon as
possible
Application: when other data

more dugongs may currently occur in the Nansei Islands

from fishers, sounds, feeding trails) suggest that one or | 4

seagrass in the Nansei Islands Region

Drone surveys for dugongs, dugong feeding trails and

suggest where one of more
dugongs may currently occur in

Regio. (Very high priority) 5

Region

Passive acoustic observations of dugongs in Nansei Islands

the Nansei Islands Region.

time and amount of feeding, vocal hotspots, socializing

To provide insights into the behaviour of dugongs e.g., | 4

seagrass in the Nansei Islands Region

Drone surveys for dugongs, dugong feeding trails and

Preliminary work: as soon as
possible

behaviour if dugongs are confirmed to still exist in the 5
Nansei Islands Region. (Low priority)

Region

Passive acoustic observations of dugongs in Nansei Islands

Application: when other data
confirm dugongs still exist in
the Nansei Islands Region.

1.To
community composition, ecosystem functions and
ecosystem services of seagrass beds in Okmawa as
critical of the effective c¢ and
management of the Japanese Dugong Sub-Population.

2.To document the threats to seagrass communities in
the Nansei region as the basis of a spatial risk

the spatial extent, ivi 6

Region

Current status of seagrass beds in the Nansei Islands

As soon as possible
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~ We must always take
- sides. Neutrality helps the
oppressor, never the victim.
Silence encourages the
" tormentor, never the tormented.

. Add Environmental Realism
to these precious words!




