
The Sustainable Taxonomy:
Lessons from the EU experience



EU Taxonomy: 
Logic and content



6 objectives

Contribute to + Do not significantly
harm (DNSH)







3 main energy flaws

Transitional
status = criteria
to be updated
regularly + 
sunset clause 
(permits before
XX)



Detailed analysis of the 
taxonomy DA on nuclear and 
gas:

https://u6p9s9c8.rocketcdn.
me/site/wp-
content/uploads/2022/02/Su
mmary-and-analysis-DA-
taxonomy-February-2nd-
2022-Reclaim-Finance.pdf

https://u6p9s9c8.rocketcdn.me/site/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Summary-and-analysis-DA-taxonomy-February-2nd-2022-Reclaim-Finance.pdf


Lessons on nuclear and gas
- Nuclear waste as the main argument against

and restricting criteria (facility, cost)

- Open door to new generation nuclear
(generation 4, does not exist yet)

- « Sunset clause » almost worthless (2045 for 
permits for new reactors and 2040 for lifetime

extension)

- 270 gCO2/Kwh threshold with caveat (100 g for 
other power sources)

- Justification on the ground of a potential shift 
to low carbon gases (2035)

- Argument of replacing coal power plants 
(efficiency argument)

- Theoretically, cannot be included if RE are 
available and more cost effective





Big bad lobbying







https://u6p9s9c8.rocketcdn.me/site/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Reclaim-
Finance-Media-Briefing-EU-Sustainable-Taxonomy-1.pdf

https://u6p9s9c8.rocketcdn.me/site/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Reclaim-Finance-Media-Briefing-EU-Sustainable-Taxonomy-1.pdf


Content: Updating lobbying data 
+ retracing various inclusion 
proposals

https://u6p9s9c8.rocketcdn.me/site/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Report-EU-taxonomy-
Out-with-science-in-with-lobbyists-RF.pdf

https://u6p9s9c8.rocketcdn.me/site/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Report-EU-taxonomy-Out-with-science-in-with-lobbyists-RF.pdf


Lessons on nuclear and gas
- Complicated lobbying mechanisms (notably

relying on CSOs and experts – including JRC)

- Strong inital state backing from France / Finland
=> coalition of states Czech Republic, Poland, 

Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia, Romania and 
France

Flexibility and grid support (limited number of 
hours)

Use to replace coal and for a limited time period
only

Use of low carbon fuels (not in the leaked
proposals) = link to strong hydrogen lobbying

Political support from several EU countries (Czech
Rep, Poland…)

Gas and nuclear
alliance Vs Opponents

divided





Questions 
?


