Despite claims that the Philippine
economy has experienced outstanding
growth from 2010-2019, the growth
was not inclusive. This was not felt by
the marginalized sectors of society.
The huge inequality and grinding
poverty of over half of the Philippine
population have continued.
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Instead of addressing the ills of society
by focusing on the upliftment of the
economic conditions of its people, the
Duterte administration took a different
approach. Violence became the
undeclared policy to resolve issues on
Dissent, Poverty, Drug
addlctlon/Substance abuse problems,
dislocation of the indigenous peoples
arising from the operations of
multinational companies seeking
agricultural expansion and mining and
environmental concerns.

N 7L T BUEI. AU & DREFIRIE
ALSETHERDBE DN REHEL 2D
TR BBD2ARZELE->TWET,
ZNEENZAVDS L TT, BMILA.
L PIRIBEEELE LS €5 S EERE
DFEEICLHERNI, B, MERS
LR, AERBEDIULIRESICHENHE
;pﬂ% ZEN. AXEOBKICHY L



RED-TAGGING

Anti-red tagging hill gains
support from church people

MAR 31, 2021 1:32 PM PHT
ROBBIN M. DAGLE

March 31, 2021, Rappler.

Individuals and organizations who were in
the forefront of exposing and attacking the
incompetence, inaction and duplicity of the
government were red-tagged.
Simultaneously, they became victims of
extra-judicial killings. For the past five (s)
years, leaders and members of progressive
organizations from the farmers, workers,
urban poor, indigenous peoples and
lawyers.- included, became targets and
victims of extra judicial killings. The culture
of impurity has heightened never before
seen in the history of the progressive
movement.
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LAWYER KILLINGS

Lawyer in South Cotabato shot
dead outside house, 65th killed
under Duterte

SEP 15, 2021 8:59 PM PHT

LIAN BUAN

September 15, 2021, Rappler.

On September 15, 2021, Atty. Juan
Macababbad was opening the gate of
his home in Barangay Poblacion
Surallah South Cotabato, at past 5:00
pm, when he was gunned down by
unidentified motorcycle riding in
tandem gunmen.
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Atty. Juan Macababbad was
known in the community for
defending human rights, for
providing services to
environmental defenders, and for
depending the indigenous
peoples from encroachment of
corporations desiring to operate
in ancestral lands. The death of
Atty. Juan Macababbad was
widely believed to have been
related to his work.

7T RANNEFELE A
ez L, RISFRERHR % I)
3 FRERKEDOFAAERD LT
B2 220 SR S &S B A
L TWZ&T, T TL <A
LN TWE L7z,

7T RANNKERFELTDOIIL,
HOLEICEELTDI ETHA
SERbNTUET,



Atty. Juan Macababbad was a member of
‘Ehe National Union of People’s Lawyers
NUPS and Vice-Chairman of the Union
f People’s Lawyers in,  Mindanao
UPLM). For more than four (4) decades,
he spent so much of his time, handling
cases mvolvm}g human rights,
environment, the tarmers, the indigenous
people’'s and others belonging to the
marginalized sector of Philippine society.
He holds office in a simple place - an old
small house actually, surrounded by
flowers and plants, where he met his
clients, renders legal advice and write his
pleadings for submission the courts and
other quasi-judicial bodies.
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Atty. Juan Macababbad took the road
less travelled by lawyers when he opted
for the defense of human rights, the
environment and the rights of the
marginalized sectors. He knew the right
path was not easy. But courage and
compassion kept him to take the path.
He knew the light will shine in that path
forever. When he lawyered for the
teachers, for the lumads/indigenous
peoples, for the workers, for the
environment and for those who have
less in life, he knew that would not be
easy. He knew that would be difficult.
But he knew that it was I’I%ht and right
thing to do. He knew his heart was in
the right place.
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| had worked with him on a number
of cases. He was not choosy in
handling cases although he was quite
old already. He was 68 years old
when he was gunned down. He
~would not hesitate to accompany

fact-finding  missions  even in
mountainous areas. He was a brave
lawyer defending brave clients so to
speak.
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A lot of people wondered why Atty. Juan
Macababbad was killed. He has not
defrauded anyone nor scammed anyone for
money or malice. He was a simple man
content with simplicity of life.
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The Integrated Bar of the
Philippines- a group of Lawyers
and the Commission of Human
Rights- a government agency
strongly condemned to attack.
They believed that the killing of
Atty. Juan Macababbad was on
offshoot of his work as an active
defender of people’s right and
interests.
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The string of attacks against the
members of the legal profession
remain unrelenting. Aside from
the glaring violation of the right
to life this pattern of killings also
contribute to the erosion of rule
of law as it creates a chilling
effect on those working for the
pursuit of justice. It is crucial that
Lawyers/Human rights advocates
are able to do their noble work
without fear of reprisal and
retribution.
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The main problem is that apparently
the perpetrators of Human Rights
violations i.e., extra-judicial killings of
the lawyers are state agents
themselves. How would this problem
on extra-judicial killings be resolved
when the government agencies- law
enforces  themselves  were  the
suspects in the spotlight. In fact,
victims of extra-judicial killings have
filed a case before the International
criminal court against the Philippine
Government. The Prosecutor of the
ICC has commences investigating the
complaint. The Philippine government
has denied the allegations.
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Today, as the world
commemorates International
Human Rights day, this forum
rightly highlights the need to
take action and contribute in
pressuring the Philippine
government to stop and/or
prevent more extra-judicial
Killings and render justice to the
victims. If the Philippine
government does not cooperate,
the international community
should take action.
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